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but a magnifying glass will make their recognition easier. This type of mange is the usual one encountered on farms or ranches.
The female mite lays about fifteen eggs during its lifetime and sticks them to the skin at the roots of the hair. The eggs hatch in three or four days and reach maturity in ten to fourteen days. After this, the process is repeated. Beginning with one female mite it has been estimated that 1,500,-000 mites may be produced in ninety days. This mite lives only on the surface of the skin and spends its entire existence on the body of the affected animal.
As the mites feed on the skin of the sheep, they cut holes in the skin and deposit a poisonous substance which causes it to become inflamed and reddened. This is a very early stage and the owner of the flock will rarely notice this condition. The mites multiply, irritating the skin constantly, until pus or water-filled pimples form over the affected areas. This causes intense itching and the animals scratch and rub themselves incessantly. The constant rubbing causes the pimples to break and run together with subsequent scab formation and thickening of the skin.
The wool coat becomes matted, torn, and bare in spots. As the disease progresses, the bare spots increase in size until large patches of hairless skin appear. The infection usually begins near the shoulders, spreading from there to any other part of the body. Without treatment, the affected animal will die.
Itching, rubbing, loss, of wool, and the formation of scabs on the skin, together with the fact that the disease spreads rapidly through the flock, should lead anyone to suspect mange. A laboratory examination of skin scraping is to be preferred, but for the sake of speed in recognition a simple home examination may be very helpful. When this is done the scabby skin must be scraped with the sharp edge of a knife and the scrapings ground as fine as possible, the mass of powdered scrapings placed on a piece of black cloth or paper and examined carefully with a small hand-lens or